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by a substantial increase in the flow of trade.
Freedom makes for economic progress. The
economic backwardness of Liberia in itself suggests
the presence of slavery ; positive evidence is meagre
but authoritative. It is to be found in docu-
ments issued by the League of Nations, in official
papers published by the British Government, and
in the books and correspondence of responsible
English and American travellers. Any attempt to
meet these circumstantial allegations by ridicule, or
even categorical official denials unsupported by
material proof, only tends to confirm the uneasy feel-
ings which for years have been created by the grow-
ing volume of positive evidence of the existence of
slave-owning, slave-trading and slave-raiding in the
Hinterland of Liberia*
In the Report of the Temporary Slavery Com-
mission of the League of Nations, appointed in
1923 to examine and report upon conditions of
slavery in the world, the following passage occurs:
" Allegations which it has not been possible to bring
to the notice of the Governments concerned have been
made to the effect that slave-dealing still continues in
Liberia and China. This is contrary to the declara-
tions made by the Chinese and Liberian Governments." l
This is the general conclusion of the Slavery
Commission, but a reference to the Minutes of the
Commission will show that a very considerable dis-
cussion took place upon the situation in Liberia.
1 A, 19.1925. VI. p. 6,